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BIMCO Infectious or Contagious Diseases Clause for Voyage Charter Parties 2015 
 

(a) For the purposes of this Clause, the words: 

 

“Disease” means a highly infectious or contagious disease that is seriously harmful to humans. 

 

“Affected Area” means any port or place where there is a risk of exposure to the Vessel, crew or other 

persons on board to the Disease and/or to a risk of quarantine or other restrictions being imposed in 

connection with the Disease. 

 

(b) The Vessel shall not be obliged to proceed to or continue to or remain at any place which, in the 

reasonable judgement of the Master/Owners, becomes an Affected Area after the date of this Charter 

Party 

 

(c) In accordance with Sub-clause (b): 

 

(i) at any time before loading commences, the Owners may give notice to the Charterers cancelling 

this contract of carriage or may refuse to perform such part of it as will require the Vessel to enter or 

remain at an Affected Area; 

 

(ii) if loading has commenced, the Owners may notify the Charterers that the Vessel will leave with or 

without cargo on board, 

 

provided always that if the Charter Party provides that loading or discharging is to take place within a 

range of ports, the Owners shall first request the Charterers to nominate any other safe port which lies 

within the range for loading and discharging and may only cancel this Charter Party or leave the 

loading port if the Charterers fail to nominate such alternative safe port within forty-eight (48) hours 

of receipt of notice of such request. If part cargo has been loaded, the Vessel may complete with cargo 

for the Owners’ account at any other port or ports whether or not on the customary route for the 

chartered voyage. 

 

(d) If prior to or after arrival and in accordance with Sub-clause (b) the discharging port is determined 

to be in an Affected Area, the Owners may request the Charterers to nominate an alternative safe port 

which lies within the Charter Party range. If the Charterers fail to make such nomination within forty-

eight (48) hours of receipt of the Owners’ request, the Owners may discharge the cargo, or such cargo 

remaining on board if discharging has not been completed, at any safe port of their choice (including 

the port of loading) in complete fulfilment of the contract of carriage. If discharge takes place at any 

port other than the loading port or at a port that lies outside the range of ports in the Charter Party, the 

Owners shall be entitled to recover from the Charterers the extra expenses of such discharge, to 

receive full freight as if the cargo had been carried to the discharging port and, if the extra distance 

exceeds 100 miles, to additional freight which shall be the same percentage of the freight contracted 

for as the percentage which the extra distance represents to the distance of the normal and customary 

route. The Owners shall have a lien on the cargo for such extra expenses and freight. 

 

(e) The Owners shall not be obliged to sign, and the Charterers shall not allow or authorise the signing 

of, bills of lading, waybills or other documents evidencing contracts of carriage for any Affected Area. 

 

(f) If, notwithstanding Sub-clauses (b) to (e), the Vessel does proceed to or continue to or remain at an 

Affected Area: 

 

(i) The Owners shall notify the Charterers of their decision but the Owners shall not be deemed to 

have waived any of their rights under this Charter Party. 

 

(ii) The Owners shall endeavour to take such reasonable measures in relation to the Disease as may 

from time to time be recommended by the World Health Organisation. 
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(iii) Any additional costs, expenses or liabilities whatsoever arising out of the Vessel visiting or having 

visited an Affected Area, including but not limited to screening, cleaning, fumigating and/or 

quarantining the Vessel and its crew, shall be for the Charterers’ account and any time lost shall count 

as laytime or time on demurrage. 

 

insert (vi) In such case, Owners or Charerers in order to mitigate losses may request to nominate an 

alternative safe port which lies within the Charter Party range. If either party fails to take such decision 

within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt of the request, the Owners may discharge the cargo in complete 

fulfilment of the contract of carriage or the Owners may undergo the procedures as set out under (iii) 

for Charterers´account. If discharge takes place at a port that lies outside the range of ports in the 

Charter Party, the Owners shall be entitled to recover from the Charterers the extra expenses of such 

discharge, to receive full freight as if the cargo had been carried to the discharging port and, if the 

extra distance exceeds 100 miles, to additional freight which shall be the same percentage of the 

freight contracted for as the percentage which the extra distance represents to the distance of the 

normal and customary route. The Owners shall have a lien on the cargo for such extra expenses and 

freight. 

 

(g) The Vessel shall have liberty to comply with all orders, directions, recommendations or advice of 

competent authorities and/or the Flag State of the Vessel in respect of arrival, routes, ports of call, 

destinations, discharge of cargo, delivery or in any other respect whatsoever relating to issues arising 

as a result of the Vessel being or having been ordered to an Affected Area. 

 

(h) If in compliance with this Clause anything is done or not done, such shall not be deemed a 

deviation but shall be considered as due fulfilment of this Charter Party. In the event of a conflict 

between the provisions of this Clause and any implied or express provision of this Charter Party, this 

Clause shall prevail to the extent of such conflict, but no further. 

 

(i) The Charterers shall indemnify the Owners for claims arising out of the Vessel proceeding in 

accordance with any of the provisions of Sub-clauses (b) to (h) which are made under any bills of 

lading, waybills or other documents evidencing contracts of carriage. 

 

(j) The Charterers shall procure that this Clause shall be incorporated into all bills of lading, waybills 

or other documents evidencing contracts of carriage issued pursuant to this Charter Party. 

Explanatory notes 


